THE CHAMBER VIEW
' by Pamela Tumpap

1th hit
after hit

-and clear,

County’s eco-
nomic vision and plan for re-
covery and growth? '

Our unemployment s rising.

industry, continues to suffer
from lower occupancy rates.

Small businesses are struggling .
t0:hold on, and a-number are’

closing. Large businesses are
under -attack’as well. Maui

I

where is Maui -

._Pmeapplc Co is: closmg, the"
~‘end.of a historic company:and 2
- “of ‘a longtime ~industry : on

Maui. Hawaiian Commercial

& Sugar Co. faces Jarge losses:

and the alarms ::_and water-issues. that the com-

- sounding IOUd.‘ mise. The coming colossal un-

pany has sa1d may cause its de-

employment insurance tax in-

‘crease it April 2010 ~ re--

ported ‘to represent up to'a
1,000 percent increase. — will

‘ hurt all businesses.
Our No. 1 industry, the visitor

Great hopes for boosts from
stimulus moneys . certainly

. have been tempered. And there
1is widespread- understanding.
-that an economic febound. is
still-a way off, and we must

hold on even longer.

P —

T

."thmgs o be sure but many
people seek a comprehenswc

plan.

Recenﬂy, the co\inty held its
second renewable-energy con-

ference, and the Maui Cham-.,
- ber.of Commerce was.-pleased -

to attend. We long have enZ

couraged the use of renewable

energy, and support decreasing
Maui’s and the state’s depend-

ence on fossil fuels. During
‘that conference, Mayor Chat-

maine Tavares s'tated that re- . .
-newable energy-was.her top
economic priotity. Rehiewable”

energy certainly is for Maui a
logical fit, one that most em-
brace and that should be pur-

.:_.mumty mvolvement and wor
‘put: 1nto it; we have had; cor
hic

of 1990

In this new. report the plan—u
_nmg director. provides 52.
pages “of " recommendations

covering seven plan elements:

Population {one page), Her--

itage Resources (1 3), Econom—
D

oping’ the""Mam Island ‘Plan;
“culminating ‘in the Plannin
_Directors’ Report of Qctober
2009, which was-submitted:to
. the County Couneil, This.5350--
page report, :available. on the
county: Web site, is so. volumi=
‘nous; it is broken into multiple :
sections: that some would say..
"are not digested easily, The re-
“port is ‘much longer than the
26-page General Plan Update"‘
A + just one example.. ‘A more com-,
prehensive economic view is -
‘needed, especially since’this |
plan will. help set our direction -
and"growth- for the next-20

; Councﬂ will:- rev1ew:th Mau

ncludmg recommendaﬂons 10

-limit growth in terms of cap- ..
- ping the visitor population, and.
:1estricting resort Jocations.to
‘Wailea, Makena, Kapalua.and
‘Kaanapali-— appear harmful
to-the visitor industry. We long:-

have, challenged such language
but were surpnsed to see this

language -again; especially’in-
light of all that is happening in

our community today. This is

ye_ars.ﬂ'ﬁ T
“-.We realize the County

H 1dent1fy and purste” qu1ck y
wins; Teduce burdensome reg-

.ulation; attract investment; ed-
‘ucate our.work foree; and draw
‘new industries that build on our

strengths and complement the

commuity’s vision,

It is time we stop:dickering

‘with legislation that hurts busi-
nesses and. hampers growth,
.and start to concentrate on our
.economic future. This should
-be our priority right now, not

frivolous' legislation- that di-
verts attention from that focus.

" As we enter an even tougher
budget year on both the county
and. state levels, there will be
movement, to-raise taxes to

'-cover deficits, further: hitting

wmpap is president.of -
e Maul Chamber. of Commerce i




