': Tesses arehearddaﬂy,mando :
. 'of the newspaper. Unrest in the.
’ busmess comiuni

.ing businesses’
(parucularly sma]l busmesses)

:work-force 'reductlons and”

“looniing layoffs, businesses are
asking if Maui County govern-

“ment has turned a blind eye to
and forgotten their plight. -

“ Instead of ‘seeing proactlve
plans- to ‘support the business -
sector, businesspeople are grow-
ing increasingly frustrated with -
acttons that are stinging and
closing firms.- Businesspeople

-arte questioning: whether our
county govenment fully under-
stands what the business sectof -
means to our economy, employ-
ment and residents, and compre-

‘hends the cumulative effect of

recent actions, And, some won-
der, is. Maui’ County trying to
outpace the -state ‘as an “un-
friendly place to do business.”

Recently, Maui Chamber of -

Commerce members attended a -

forum in Honolulu titled “Sur- i
viving Turbulent, Economic .

~Times.*Several speakers talked
about the d1fﬁcu1t1es posed by
}rlsmg oil prices, . the mortgage.

isis, - economic., challenges-
Lacross the: nation. (as well, as. at'
‘ .home), percewed reduchons in.

*speakers were lookmg positive- -
Slyatw 1§t to sumve these turbu- ;

{ grim anid t they noted that teugherr
* choices lay_ ahead \The forum :

-tioned: business distress caused
by county; government: We
~wondered how’ magmﬁed their

g level of concem would be 1f they ‘

ith. th "‘pres1dent1al'
ore,-and -how:
"these problems are: impacting
 Hawail’s visitor; hotel , dirline;.
i g .

beachf- ‘park ‘use, Nevertheles
reports; of ‘harm ‘to Jocal bus

tyls growi

A year ago businesses were.
;expandmg, desperate /o | ﬁnd:‘:-:
ow,:many:
-arestruggling to. survive and.

good employees: -

having (o lay off good Wworkers:

Stories ‘of tevenue losses’ are
mounting, Business. are looking -
to.the -county to.help. restore’

Maui’s-business:sector healtty, -

transient-vacation
(TVRs) and addmg further leg-
islation.and costs on businesses.

county government — our leg-
islative - and - administrative
branches '~ to-make significant
progress in rebuilding our-econ-

omy. Each has an important role |

in our CCOIlOI‘ﬂlC recovery and

should focus on solid planning

and advancement of areas they
can affect, .
Businesses deserve to know

fermg comies from the county,. R
‘since’ the ‘state is -addressing -

,negatwely impacis. busmesses‘? '

* hoods to a'serious degree:
It is time for both sides of our--

» What immediate steps are

next two years, and what long-
1 solutions are being put
lace to streng,then and:di

. And, will council membels

step up, and smﬂiy addxess con-’

cerns? - : ;
Suggesuons for the coun
clude the fo]iowmg actions:” """
* "Adopt Iegislation to allow

_appropriate TVRs t0. bring: the

G assoclated revenue back 10,
:Hence, we say again, this is . Maui., "
Tot the time to be shutting down: -

rentals .‘based businesses. that' do not

negatively: 1mpact neighbor-

« Institute reasonable; legtsla—
tion to allow commercial use of - j
.our-county beach parks; while ‘;;
taking measures to protect our;j‘_ :

natural resources, -
* Revise the Remdentlal
Workforce Housing bill to fast-

* Get the First Time Home

. nqw' /This .year,

s preszdent of the. Mam :
: Chamber af, Commerce o

CWe nee_d strong 'aders,hlp

pansxon we have a hlgh unfund-‘ B

So, how loes the | county insT

“tend-to ‘address’ these. matters?

Let’s get an answer to that ques-

“tion fromi the ‘administration and
track affordable-housing - and .
. rentals development. while put— B
ting therules and regulations in"-
'pldce in the required time frame.

every. _cand;da.ta .for.ofﬁce this

ed retirement debt looming:and |
Lintal ﬂaggmg economy, Wwith- -



