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O

n" Monday, “thé “Maui
County Council’s” Plan-

B draft Maui Istand Plan, but lit-

- fle progress was made. Why?

Because chaos continues at this critical juncture

when the. public.wants to. weigh in on these

plans.

From our view, numerous issues. contribute -

to the confusion and disorder, including:

* Reviewing both documents simultaneously,’

The Policy Plan, stated. to be the overarching
docurnent for the island
pleted first. :

comprise the new General Plan. With the Policy
Plan and island plans, people struggle to under-
stand how these docurnents will function as (or

part of) the General Plan and how they will re- -
late to the community plans. Some believe the

Policy Plan replaces the General Plan, while
others think the Policy Plan and island plans
constitute the General Plan. :

Tras sreuaTioN then leads to inquiries about:
* Possible inconsistencies and conflicts be-

_headway on both the draft:
: countywide’ Policy-Plan: and. and discus
-sion.” Planning Committee Chairman‘Sol Ka-
:ho‘ohalahala stated it is difficult for the commit-
tee to have discussion when s0 many come to
testify. We feel the meeting agendas are prob-:”

plans, should be com--

e

“tween the layers of plans, espé:(;‘iélljf_"s.ihlt;éhﬁle: I
" communjty. plans have not been‘updated yet. " testi

* Which decument-ultimately will guide con-". gest pari

“flict resolution; with the Policy Plan noted as 2’ sections; anageab,
. “top-down” method and community plang men-" so the public can ¢
tioned as a “bottom-up” approach, v

~‘ning Committee. tried to make -

* How. these documents will be used in ad-" could

ministrative decision making..

. -+ Too full 'an agenda for‘reifiew:and_-.discué-'

lematic. The Maui Island Plan, or MIP, is 2 mas-"
sive document, with numerous . chapters and
sections, each with goals, objectives, policies-
and actions. For example, Chapter 4 on Eco-
nomic Development includes sections on Eco-
nomi¢ Diversification; Tourism; Agriculture;:

_ : - .°..Emerging Sectors; Small Business Develop-
~» Uncertainty about what document(s) will.-

ment; Health: Care; and Education. & Work-
force Development. So, when an agenda. in-
cludes. several chapters, the agenda is too
stacked for testifiers to share their concerns, -

ContivuNe in the above manner can:
~* Make it difficult for couricil members to re-
member relevant testimony on a particular sec-+
tion because they may have heard it sorre time
ago versus just before deliberations.
+ Limit testimony since many testifiers ¢an-
not compress all of their comments into’ the

' scenario are, as follows

hard to access, and new information oftenis no

availableiyntil the 11th hour (which may, not -

comply with the Sunshine Law). While most

MIP documentation is in the Planming' Depart-
ment section of the county Web site, some of

the. new information (such’as matrices ‘with

numbered line items for ease of Teview) is avail- -

able in the County Council’s Web site area, but

many do not know to look there. Without the

matrices, the public is confused when watching

hearings and trying to correlate the discussion -
- with plan elements, With the matrices, which ,
are: relatively new, some refer to matrix line

items while others refer to numbered plan ele-

ments; thus, people unfamiliar with the plan’

may find it even more challenging ito follow
along. We recommend consistent usé of the ma-
trix for improved understanding, -

+Johnn :lately

“o The docliiﬁeﬁt"aﬁdﬁ}_‘éaﬂ’be"c'oﬁfusing. and »

‘ y : are'met
ith, “Where were you?” or “Why are you pro-
iding this now?”" The:process of updating the
erieral Plan has been a long and elaborate one,
th many Jayers and drafts along the way. Peo-
- have wondered when they- should' provide
stimony’ (as: each! reviewing body - made
hanges) and when their-testimony best would
be heard. Regardless of when testimony is pro-

ided;.the County Council should: appreciate it,
ithout chastising testifiers. * ~ - : 7
nappropriate conduct. Sometimes people
1ay make faise and/or divisive statements, but
‘a'particularly jarring incident occurred when
-Council Member Wayne Nishiki loudly pro-
.pounced, “Rape!”; then read a definition of rape
"andinsinuated that such‘a thing somehow was
-taking place-in.an open, public forum, in the
light of day, where rules of conduct govern.
This grandstanding was inappropriate, to say
~theleast, - .. - o
‘During this final stretch, let us work together
to’ better understand plan intertelationships,
* make information more readily available, allow
testimony and constructively consider varying
 points of view, in order to achieve a comprehen-
sive General Plan with broad community sup-
.M Pamela Tumpap is president of the Maui
hamber of Commerce. .. -:. .. el




