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he coun-

. cil’s Pub-
lic Works and
Facilities
Committee
heard the
Plastic Bag
Reduction Bill again this week.
There was good dialogue on

several.poinfts. But there was

.- confusion about which version
ot the bill was béing addressed,

and some remarks implied

businesses/retailers “are the
crux of the problem. For us on
the business/retail front, this'is-
sue is about the best way to ac-
complish the objective, and we
resubmitted testimony with our
bill suggestions.

Many businesses " have

stepped up to the plate, distrib- |

‘uting reusable bags and insti-
tuting plastic-bag recycling

programs.- A “Knot Your Bag™.

- educational carnpaign aiso was
. established statewide to inform
residents how fhey can help
prevent plastic bags from tak-

ing flight. These efforts are cre- -

* ating a movement that is under
" way: We all want to redice: lit-
- ter ‘and protect the environ-
- ment; we simply -have -to
change old habits,
 We at the Maui Chamber of
Commerce are continving to
recommend a - multifaceted
. process, including public/pri-
vate partnerships, reasonable
- regulation, public education

programs, improved recycling
methods, and a phased-in ap-
proach to allow business to use
up existing- plastic-bag stock
and implement new $ystéms.

While some invoke the no- .
tion that businesses/retailers
“are central to this challenge —

since they distribute the plastic
bags, and sometimes too many

* of them, —-we can’t keep pass-

ing the buck. Each of us has
used a plastic bag.

Retailers and COnSUMmers
both had wanted to switch
from paper to plastic, since

plastic bags hold more, don’t’
break when wel, efc. Many'

stores §till offer paper bags up-
on request. But few shoppers
request them, and -businesses
respond. 10 Consumer needs.

Moreover, both paper aiid plas- -

tic bags: are harmful to the en-

vironrent, Reusable bags are .. * _ :
with gross animual revenues of
$250,000 or more wold have
to stop providing nonbiodegrad- -

the best alternative, and no one
has stopped us from using

them all these years. B}ammgr

the business-sector isn’t help-
ful; - altering - behavior -.and

. swdchmg to reusable’ bags

readily - available throughout'
—anninal ‘revenes ‘would have!”

five years before havmg o meet -
Athe requiremnent.

Maui, is, ¢ 5"
" What will it teke to make the
switch to reusable bags? That’s

a key question. Some feel it’s

best done with a carrot, others
recominend a stick. Around the
globe, some countries heavily
penalize businesses that. dis-
tribute plastic bags. while othi-
ers charge the consumers who

use the plastic bags, We be-

lieve the real solution lies in

“education, new practices, a lit-. ..

fle time and a comprehenswe
strategy. o
As council . members “Te-

“viewed the bill, they discussed:
+ Bill administration. The-

current “bill | —. which after

some ~confusion - was -deter--

mined to-be the one on the

county . Web site,  www.co..
maui.hins — states that the di--

tector.of the Office of Environ-

“mental Management will be re-

sponsible for administering
this chapter -of law and is re-
guired to develop the adminis-
trative rules within 18Q days.

Many acknowledged that this’
is a new departrient and a new .

program, and there are still is-
sues to be worked out. For ex-
ample, the additional. doHars

“and staff to handle these ex-

panded responsibilities are not
mncluded in this year’s budget.
-+ - Enforcement.. Businesses

able plast[c checkout bags at the

paint of sale unmedzately after,
.the_ bill becomes law. Those "
'iour stréets, reach the oce

with less than $250,000 gross

» Stikeholder mvblvement

We’ve asked that business con- *
‘cerns be addressed and thata -
“public/private parinership be
“developed. The Office of Eco-
nomic Development (OED)
shared it is working to ensure .

all stakeholders have a say. We

eagerly await the OED plan.
. Sma]l busmess deﬁnmon

“moriths, from the date the bﬂl s’ .
eénacted.”. '

sponsibility,” we -are, making -
“better choices; reducmg plas-
“tic-bdg use and moving our e

'up._ o

merce

For cons1stency, QED recom—_‘ B
mends the Small Business Ad-

-mmistratlon §- “definition’ of-'
-small busmess :

“which - -
$300, 000 in annual gross. rev- b
enues instead -of the ‘current -
$250,000 from the San Fran- .
cisco model. The lower mum-
ber was prop_osed to increase
early participation for a broad-:

erimpact. Yet, many expressed

the need to work with smail
busiriesses and said consistent -
definitions are' important: We
agree and, support ra1smg the
revenue. - -amounf from -
$250,000 to $500, 000. -

-« Time frame for 1mp1emen— -
tation, In’ Tesponse to the re- 1
quirement “of -an immediafe. .
time frame for those who don’t "
meet the small-business defini--
tion, it was; suggested. to allow

all businesses to prepare for .~

this change within 12 1o 24" =

"+ ‘Plastic- bag reductiora not

‘glimination. There aré still plas- = -

tic bags not covered in this bill - -
that will. fxll the landfill,’ h_tter‘ o

“Working ‘cooperatively a
well a8 taking individual

vironmental goals - forwar
There’s, no blame, just more
work fo be d_qr_le L_e_t sxke_e_p_ it.

B Pamela Tumpap is preszde L
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