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“Aprecedented
time when
busingsses of
all sizes are

. struggling to
survive, we |

. st standup
and speak out together, '

We know it seems counter-,

intuitive to ask:business owi-
.ers/leaders . Who are puting

in extraordmary hours to keep
< 'their -employees - amployed

protect their livelihgod:and:
vestment, and continye to serve

- this commumnity ~ o take time
-“away from these efforts to be

more involved in legislative
matters and regulatory process-
es. .

But that is exactly what the
Mati Chamber of Commerce
is asking businesses to do.
Why? Because despite these
unprecedented times and the
hardships, there continues 10 be
iittie recognition for what the
private sector brings to the
table and the positive role busi-
nesses play in our economy,
employment, enviropment and
guality of life.

Just look at the visitor indus-
fry. This industry is tecognized
widely as our No. 1 industry
and crucial economic engine,
tmpacting alf businesses on this
island in one way or another;
vet year after year, this industty
that employs so many has {o
plead for suppost. In good eco-
nomic times, there is little
recognition for the fruits this

mdustry contmua]ly brmgs
“Too often it takes times like .

- +these for some to wake up.
It this un- -

Furthermore, as we struggle

to bring:visitor .counts -and -
spending back up - doing..

everything - possible o keep

doors open and pecple em-

ployed ~ negative sentiments
and language about the indus-
try exist in our draft Maui Is~

Jand Plan. The Jatier is the part

of our Genetal Plan thai sets
the direction for the island for

‘the next 20 years. Such senti-
ments and language are inap-,
-pi'opﬁaia and oust.be changed.. -

- and busmesses m:ed to say

g0

The Waui Chimmber of Comn-
merce:Strongly promotes the
business-sector and represents:

"the voice of business with gov-

ernment, but we peed more
help. While we represent the
voice of many, we need stand-
ing beside us a band of busi-
ness leaders,-employees, re-
tired business people and those
who understand the impor-
tance of the sector.

It is not that our voice is not
unified; it is. However, busi-
ness people are busy running
their businesses. In the past, the
sector was recognized as a
sifent majority with consider-
able weight given without
them having to show up. But
swirling fegislation and’ bur-
densome reguiation of 1ate in-
dicate that businesses are not
receiving the same conmdera—
ion now.

Despite the chamber and
various industries working
with government of reason-
able legislation, administrative

departments and glected 0ffs~
cials are’ taking up more.. and
more initistives that continue
to hurt businesses and hamper
our economic recovery.

ty fevel involve transient-vaca-- -
tion rentals and the Commer-

ties rules, not to mention the

“Show Me the Water” and

‘Residential Workforce Hous-

‘ing “bills. - Economist Leroy -

Laney poted that both those
bills were {il timed and in need
of change.

At tha state level, ihere were
‘e 7 transignt-dccommodas
fions-tax increase , Card Check
bill, workers’ compensation
hills, efc. The state also-is

locking at our in-stream water

flows and wants to keep more
water in the streams. This deci-

sion-could have a devastating.

impact on Hawaiian Commer-

“cial & Sugar Col;which cur-

rently “employs.-around 800

full-time workers. They nead,

_our help,

recognition they deserve and
reasonable regulation, but that
is not the chmate we ate in to-
day. .
The business voice-often is
overshadowed by small, vocal
groups that accuse buginesses
of Jooking out only for them-
selves and the “almighty dol-
lar™; this messaging must stop,
0o, Business people care about
the environiment and quality of
five; we jive here as well. Prof-
it 5 not a bad word; it keeps
businesses running and people
employed. Without i, we

-ranity.

-would see m{}re éevastatz@n m ;‘
our, COMINURItY. with, business
.cloqmgs ‘additional pecple los— -

ing their. jobs, and reduced op-

- -tions with lost pmducts and
Recent examples on a cotn-. '

services.
~“While govemment often hltS

. the’ busitiess “sector with in-
‘cial Qcean Recreation Activi-

creased regulation and higher
fees and taxes (often without a
comparable increase in vesi-
dent taxes) td make up revenue
shortfalls, people wonder how

many more hits, govemment

thinks businesses. can take. .
Some businesses are one blow
away from. a.mortal. wound..
and many need mtenswe ‘ca I
now! ‘ .
“We cannot- 'alt 1dly by and
h()pe to be heard because, as
Gov. Linda Lingie recently
said, there are consequences o
not. standing up and.speaking

RoliiA

She challenged s .all to

‘share what we are "for.” The
-Mani Chamber of Commerce

o aemposed of Givérse Mani

* businesses  that believe, and
Businesses have expected‘

they s;mply would 'get the.

mntmualiy invest; in this com-
18 always happy to
do. The chamber witl be 100
years old in 2010, and:coinci-
dentally hias more than 100 po-
sition and suppotting state-
ments that share what its mem-
bers are “for” at www.maui
chamber.com {About Us sec-
tion): Please learn more about
the chamber and call 871-

7711 to get more involved,

stand up, speak oyt and advo-
cate Tor the business sector,

B Pamela Tumpayp is president
of the Maui Chamber of Com-

merce.



