- ence Many of our members ]

" worried about the impact of an  gUHIE L
econonic shp back then, long - it bu:
. hefote” we! expenenced the  Part

- landshde : .
+ Great” dlscussmn was had -
S _about thie level of visitor mdus
. try spending last budget session
# with- comments made " that’
- seemed fo d15regard the tremen:

- dous support this industry pro-
vides- our- entire . community
y through a trickle- down effect._
“ Remarks are arising again-that
¢ Teduced visitor numbers means-*
c.. We can decrease OWr visitor, in
iry spendmg ‘This i 1s nots

industry. When'it is down, we -
all feel the pain. Many workers
are faced with shrinking hours’
“and. layoffs as a Tesult: Amph—l

¥

‘nesses, the Job—creatlon engine,”

. are: still under attack even as.
C _' - Olir gconomic” challenges are

bill: w1th a ]ugh (40-' well understodd and there is o,

50 percerit) affordable require- ~ end i in sight- Why would we'

.‘and the “SHow Mg the -not stop the bleeding and band- -
Water” bill: We felt these bills ~age our wounds? Why are tran-
would slow; if not half; afford— - sient vacation rentals still béing’
able developments and;in do- shut down, with anti-visitor
ing so, would negatxvely im-. messaging circulating world-

, pac usinesses and residents.” - wide? Why is a narrow defini-

: sidential Workforce- tion of honie occupations pro-
H using Policy (alaw slated to- posad, “when reasonably regu-

- make a real difference in creat-- lated'home occupations could

.ing_affordable : housing. a.nd_-\enhance our economy? '

i_rental umits) passed nearly two 7 - ' Why are we looking at an

ears ago, s0 where is all the af- outdoor jrrigation . bill * that
able housing? Very few'af- wonld: further: sting hotels?

“homes.‘ havé:’ come - Why are we considering beach

and the rules and regula- access legislation that will crip-

*-tions that were required by Jaw . ple activity and wedding busi-

" to be written within 180’ days. nesses? Surely we can find
“ are stifl due. Affordable housmg “ways to. solve issues that we

and rentals'are still.a priority, agree on (Such ‘as protecting
~but nowitiseven harder for res- - nelghborhoods residents” en-
idents to get a loan, Who will be” joyment of beaches, water con-

“Held accountable forthis?. .~ servation, etc.) in a balanced

~'LThese bills were passed at a  way. The time has come for

Lt e_when ‘the economy ' Wwas * broader; cooperatwe and cohe-
good. Theyareexamples of so—_.'swe solutlons where all s1c1es

-lutions that did not adequately are heard,

_address concerns identified and . - We must also stop IBngla-

- possible " negative outcomes. . -tive measures that seek to in-
For groups like the, Chamber ' crease the cost of doing busi-
whose warnings fell on deaf ness. The cost of doing busi-
ears; it was a frustrating experi- . ness in Hawan is aJreacly huge.

o S a T



